BEDLAM

1020, 9,076; in 1930, 13,208, a gain of over
45 per cent.

BED'LAM, a corruption of Bethlehem,
the name of a religious house in London,
which was converted into a hospital for
lunatics. The original Bedlam stood in
Bishopsgate street. The lunatics were at
one time treated little better than wild beasts,
and hence the word bedlam, came to be
typical of any scene of wild confusion.

BED'LOE'S ISLAJSTD, an island in upper
New York Bay, one and one-half miles south-
west of the southern extremity of Manhattan
Island, named for a former owner. It was
given to the United States government for
the purpose of harbor defense, and on it
now stands the famous colossal Statue of
Liberty, given by France to the United States.
See LIBERTY,, STATUE OP.

BEDOUINS, bed'OQ ins, an Arabic word
meaning children of the desert, refers to a
people of Arab origin, mostly Moham-
medans, inhabiting chiefly the deserts of
Arabia, Syria, Egypt and North Africa.
They lead a wandering existence in tents,
huts, caverns and ruins, associating in fami-
lies under sheiks, or in tribes under emirs.
They are shepherds, herdsmen and horse-
breeders, varying the monotony of pastoral
life by raiding one another and by plunder-
ing unprotected travelers, whom they con-
sider trespassers. They are ignorant of
writing and books, their knowledge being
purely traditional. In stature they are
undersized, and though active, they are not
strong. The ordinary dress of the men is
a long shirt, girt at the loins, a black or red
and yellow turban for the head, and sandals.
The women wear loose drawers, a long shirt
and a largo dark-blue shawl covering the
head and figure,

BBB'SQBE. A person long confined to
bed and unable or not permitted to change
position may develop sore spots on the body
at the points of closest contact with the bed
clothing. The skin becomes inflamed; pos-
sibly uleerations may appear, in spite of
every effort at cleanliness of the patient
Sponging with alcohol tends to harden the
skin and render it more resistent to pressure.
Whenever possible, in cases of long confine-
ment, an air bed should "be used; even small
air cushions are serviceable and greatly allay
the severe burning and intense pain which
attend serious cases. There is little likeli-
hood of trouble if a patient can move freely.
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EE, a common insect of
which the honeybee and
bumblebee are the best
known species. There are
probably not less than
5,000 species scattered
over all parts of the
world, but they are es-
pecially numerous in the
tropics. Bees naturally
divide themselves into
two classes: solitary
bees, which live in pairs,
and those which live in
colonies or societies. The
carpenter-bee and mason
bee are good representa-
tives of the first class.

The Honeybee. The honeybee has always
been regarded as the most intelligent of in-
sects, and it has been partially domesticated
from the earliest times. Honeybees live in
large colonies or societies, numbering from
10,000 to 60,000 individuals. In bee culture
such a colony is known as a swarm. In
every swarm there are three kinds of bees:
the queen, which is the female bee that lays
the eggs from which the colony is born; the
males or drones, so called because of the low
humming sound which they make, and the
workers, which
are by far the
largest num-
ber. There is
only one queen
to a swarm,
and the males
may number
several hun-
dred, but at a
certain season
every year
most of these
are stung to
death by the
workers, who <
with the queen
are provided
with stings.

It    is    upon       LEAF-CUTTING- BEE

the workers that the real strength of the
swarm depends. They are the smallest,
strongest and most active of the three classes.
The queen during the season may lay as many
as 300 eggs in a single day, but in cold
weather the number is much less. Prom the

